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“We are  dedicated to seeking just ice with integr i ty  by v igorously  
and ethica l ly  prosecuting cr iminal  acts ;  act ing with empathy and 
compassion for  the v ict ims of  cr ime whi le observing unwaver ing 
respect  for  the  r ights  of  the  accused;  protect ing the people of  
Lake County by working with our  cr iminal  just ice partners  to 
make our  communit ies safer  and fa i rer ;  and provid ing except ional  
and professional  legal  representat ion to Lake County and i ts  
e lected and appointed off ic ia ls ,  thereby promot ing responsib le 
and trustworthy government.”

S o u r c e :  h t t p s : / / w w w . l c s a o . o r g / 2 7 / A b o u t - U s

Eric Rinehart
Lake County State’s Attorney 

https://www.lcsao.org/27/About-Us


The Lake County State’s Attorney ’s Off ice (LCSAO) is 

comprised of:

• Over 15 Divis ions

• More than 140 employees

I completed my f ie ldwork assignment in F inancial Crimes

• This previously fe l l  under the Cyber/White Col lar Crimes 

Divis ion

• Newly designated as i ts own unit with recently approved 

addit ional funding from Lake County FY2024 Budget 
(11/20/2023 Press  Re lease)

• Chief of the Financial Crimes unit, Assistant State’s 

Attorney Kevin Berr i l l ,  was my direct supervisor for my 

f ie ldwork assignment

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ILLAKE/bulletins/37c0944


Financial Crime

Some examples:

• Fraud (check, credit card, 

loan, insurance, f inancial 

institution, payment)

• Theft

• Scams

• Embezzlement

• Money laundering



In the News...

Click on these headlines to 
read about a recent 
financial crimes case 

prosecuted by
my fieldwork supervisor!

https://www.lakemchenryscanner.com/2023/02/03/lake-forest-man-accused-of-stealing-500k-from-victims-in-lake-county-found-guilty-in-one-of-several-cases/
https://patch.com/illinois/lakeforest/serial-scam-artist-rick-dugo-sentenced-8-years-plea-deal


Assignment #1

Reviewed over 150 pages of evidence pertaining to a case where an employee of a 
company is accused of defrauding customers
• Police reports
• Witness statements
• Bank records
• Emails and text messages

Created a spreadsheet to summarize the following for each of many victims
• Amount of net financial loss
• Evidence we currently have
• My opinion regarding what evidence we still need to obtain

 



Assignment #2

Reviewed evidence of multi-faceted case involving potential fraud by a business 
owner
• Police reports
• Witness statements
• Reports/tickets/violations from other governing authorities
• Invoices
• Bank records
• Emails and text messages
• Allegedly forged documents

Summarized the following for each of many victims
• Amount of net financial loss
• Evidence we currently have
• Evaluation of the strength of case
 



What I learned

• The detect ives wi th  the loca l  po l i ce depar tments  or  the Lake 

County Sher i f fs  do the  major i ty  o f  the  work gather ing 

ev idence,  wh ich  they then prov ide to  the  SAO.

• The prosecutors  must  dec ide wh ich  cases  to  pursue based 

on the sever i ty o f  the  c r imes and the s t rength of  the  

ev idence.  A l l  c r imes cannot be  pursued.

• Most  cases  end in  a  p lea  agreement.  The SAO seeks  fa i r  and 

jus t  pun ishment for  a  c r ime,  not  necessar i ly  the  most  

severe penalty.

• A more ser ious of fense ca l led  “cont inu ing f inanc ia l  c r imes 

enterpr ise” is  when a  person knowingly,  wi th in an 18-month 

per iod,  commits 3  or  more  separate o f fenses  as  de f ined by  

(720 ILCS 5/17-10.6)

• The c lass  o f  fe lony depends upon the  amount o f  money 

re la ted to  the c r ime ( i .e .  the h igher  the $ amount,  the  

h igher  the  fe lony c lass ,  the  h igher  the  sentence range,  the  

h igher  the  f ine,  and the more s t r ic t  the  terms of  probat ion).

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/072000050K17-10.6.htm


IN SUMMARY

I am extremely grateful for 
the opportunity to work 
with the Lake County SAO 
office in the Financial 
Crimes unit. I learned a 
great deal and forged some 
great relationships!
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